
Death as the Kiss of God 
 
God's love story with humanity begins with a kiss. The creature molded by God from 
clay, receives the breath of God so that it can begin to exist, to be a living creature. 
That breath is offered to humanity by a kiss. God's breath.  This kiss made the human 
an image of God. A kiss is the highest visible act of communion between God and 
humanity with deep echoes in Jewish mysticism and later in Christianity. The 
moment of death in the Bible is often described as the kiss of God, by which God 
takes back the breath put into each human. According to Jewish tradition this is how 
Moses dies. God touches Moses, lip to lip , and receives his breath.  

 
In 2008, Camilian Demetrescu, a renowned Romanian painter and sculptor whose 
works are appreciated internationally, donated a collection of tapestry paintings to 
Pope Benedict XVI.  They are on display in the pope's private audience rooms. 
Among them is a symbolic tapestry painting called: "Death as God's Kiss." 
Demetrescu represents death as the event that leads the human person to true life: 
"Death, the gate of life." In the center of the painting is a cosmic profile of God 
bending over the person human to take his breath and with it his spirit in a universal 
harmony. We have the idea of God's kiss as a transfiguration of passage from one 
life to another life. It is a new beginning: the body is returned to the earth and the 
soul to God.  
 
Several symbols appear in the corners of the painting. In the upper left is a swan 
with two heads, on its wings is written alpha and omega.  This represents eternity: 
Christ, the beginning and the end, the alpha and the omega. In the upper right is a 
swan fishing for fish - it represents the Christ, fisherman of souls, who fishes the 
soul and takes it to heaven. 
In the lower left is a dove flying out of the cage representing the soul leaving the 
body. Lower right a fish representing the soul which faithfully follows the ship of 
the Church with the cross-shaped mast/tree. 
 
To perceive death as God's kiss is a blessing. As death approaches, a person can 
perceive it as the highest form of indescribable love between the Creator and 
creature. Thus, we no longer say that human dies, but rather, ascends to the source 
of love in an embrace as wide as the entire universe through the act of the most 
intimate union.  Through a kiss. 

 
Sister Veridiana is a Sister of St. Basil the Great from the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
Province in Romania. 
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